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DIALOGUE 


| Between two 
Church of England-Yecn 
Concerning Maters of 


RELIGION, 


As ſet forth in the 


PULPIT. 


—_— 


Francis, Hi”; Neighbour Wil- 


liam, you bave put on 4 

very Solemn Face thi 

Morning ; pray, what makes you ſo Sober ? 
Wilizam., Oh! 1 have had my Head 
full all this Night of nothing but Fre 
and Faggots; and when IT awak'd this 
Morning, I conld not perſwade my ſelf 
to ton my Eyes, or {tir Hand or Foot, 
thinking 1 had been faſin'd to a Srate in 
Svithfie!d, An: the cold Sweat is not of me 
yet. A Fran. 
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Fran. This was 4 wery Unſeaſonable 
Dream, conſidering the Peace we now enjoy. 
But what ſhould raiſe theſe Fancies in your 
lead at thu time of the day ? 

Wil. I can't tell, unleſs it was the Re- 
licks of a Sermon I heard the lalt Sunday, 
in which were made ſeveral ſevere Re. 
fleftions upon the Papiſts ; they were not 
nam'd, yet every Body knew the mean- 
ing. AndI believe this has rais'd all the 
Erightful Notions,and horrid Ideas I had 
in the time of the Popiſh Plot, And to 
tell you the-Truth, theſe thoughts have 
been the ſubject of my Meditation for 
thcfe Two Hours, and I cannot tellhow 
to get them out of my Head. 

Fran. Fy, fy. Alltbs in a Dream was 
pardenable;, but Awake and Serious, and 
S{ill to go on with theſe Phantoms, refle@s 
upon your Fudgments Can you fear a 
Thbunder-bolt, when there's ntver a Cloud to 
be ſeen in the Shy ? 

ill. Ay, but the Goſpel mult be ful- 
fill'd. Don't you conſider, that our Mi- 
niſters preach tous the Goſpel? And have 
not they, theſe many years, been ſhew- 
ing unto us,with the Bible in their Hands, 
the Cruelty and Bloodineſs of the Papiſts, 
their Secret Conſpiracies, and Open Y10- 
lence, their Treacheries and Falfhood, their 
Mar» > 
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Murtbers and Aſſafiinations, And when 1 
refle&t, that at this day, we have ſo ma» 
ny Papiſts on every tie of us, Papiſts in 
Power, Papiſts Counfellours, Papifts Com- 
manders, Papiſts Juſtices, fo many Pa- 
piſts Souldiers, every one a Sword by his 
fide; and what is worlt of all, ſuch a 
Number of Plotting Feſuits walking the 
Streets, all in Diſguiſe, that no Body can 
tell how or when to get ous of their way ; 
how can I think of this without trem- 
bling 2 Well, I ſhall certainly never dare 
to go to bed again without a double 
Guard at my Door: And whenloeyer I 
lie down,l muſt expect to riſe with my 
Throat cut. 

Fran. Tou begin t0 raiſe the vapors in my 
Brain : And mw you bave put into my bead, 
what the Papilts are even according to our 
Goſpel, I can't te!l bow to think, my ſelf 
ſafe amongſt them. If any one ſhould bave 
told us Seven Tears 4g0, that within ſo (hort 
4 time we ſhould b rve come to be under their 
Government, could we poſſibly bave ſurviv'd 
the News ? Would not this woice of Terror 
and Denth bave left us without Spirit or Life? 
we were then, 1 remember, affraid of the 
very Name and Shadow of a Papiſt; and 
could we imagine it poſſible for ms at any 
time t0 live is Peace and Safety, with theiv 
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Hand, and Sword over Our Heads ? 

Fill. No certainly,if there was any Truth 
in oxy Goſpel, this could not be poflible. 

Frat. Ay; but now I think on't ; there's 
»0 Goſpel 0 be believ'd comrary to our Sen» 
ſer. Andiberefore ſmce we See and Feel 
our ſelves in Peace and Safety amidſ# ſo 
many Papilts; we muſ# not take thoſe Ser- 
mons ix 4 Literal Senſe, which told ws 
ſo much of the Bloodineſs of the Papilts, 
and that thire could be no Peace expetted for 
Proteltants under ſuch 2 Government. 

Fil. This would be ſome Relief to an 
afflicted Sonl, were this Doctrine a Church 
of rngland DoCtrine. But I fear you have a 
mind to flatter me into a little Comfort, 
by ſome vain imagination of your own. 

Fran. No, you may rely upon what Itcll 
Jou ; 1 kavs beard it from Dr. Stilling fleet, 
Tillotſon, Tenniſon, Sherlac, Pellin, 
and ihe ref of our Miniſtry , that when any 
$6hi:g in the Goſpel contradits our Senſes 
and Reaſon, tt 3s not 80 be taben in 4 Lite- 
ralSenie. And do you now aptly thu Pris» 
ciple 10 our jrcſcnt Circumſtances, and ſee 
bow far it may work upon ;0u. Fiave not 
we been under a Prince of that Periwa 
for abwye Two Years ? We bave bad ſo ma- 
ny Papilts in Office, as you contemplate 
/o many Papilts Souldiers, and ſuch a num- 
bey 
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bey of Prieſts and Jeſuits on every fade of 
ws; and yet bavt we not all this while enjoy- 
ed our Liberty ? Have we not poſſeſs'd our 
F/tates in quiet'? Has any force been us'd 
upon our Perſons? Has any ones Property 
bezn invaded ? Have our Throats been in dan= 
ger fromtheir Swords; or Our Houſes from 
Fire-balls? Have we been oppreſs'd with 
T axes, or waſted in Wars ? Call in your Eyes 
and Ears, your Hands, af! your Senſes and 
Reaſon :0 witneſs, and if theſe declare to 
you the Truth of what I tell you ; what di- 
furbance can all the Sermons you bave fors 
m-yly heard, and now buar, cauſe in you; 
ſince from the Informution of your Senſes, 
you are aſſurd, that thoſe Terrors and Pro» 
pheric Threats of Mifery and Slavery g 
contain'd in them, are not to be underffood 
Eiterally; but in ſone other Senſe, which 
I believe Scholars and Politicians can grve 
a better account of than 1? 

#il You give me fome eaſe: Death 
withdraws it felf from before my Eyes 3 
my Keart begins todilate it ſelf, and my 
Blood returns intoits Veſſels. But pray 
Neighbour, now you put it into my Head, 
what ſhould be the meaning then of all 
thoſe <ermmns we have heard from our 
Pulpits, concerning the Papiffs > WhenP 
come out of Church, I canrot imagine 
| A.3 the 
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we Papi. to be any thing but Fools and 
Ideots, Adonſters of impicty aud Barbariy. 
And yet in my Converſation and Con- 
tracts with them, I find them to be like 
other Men; And now, as you ſay, we 
have more fully experienc'd,.in the Reign 
of our preſent Sovereign , that in the 
enjoyment of our Liberty, the Peace 
and Welfare of the Nation, we hare as. 
great Bleflzogs to expe from a Papift, 
as from any Proteſtant Prince whatſo- 
ever, How are theſe things ta be recon- 
gd ? 

Fran. 70 plut me upon & very Ungratef ul. 

Subje®. But for the velief of your troubles 
and mine own, [ll lay before you ſome Ob» 
eruations 1 beve made upon the Pulpit, / 
oge n0 body vver-bears m.. 
Will. No, no danger. Pray go on,. 
and by a charitable Diſcourſe perfet 
your Cure ; for if you leave me as I am, 
I fear on the next Sunday the Noiſe of Po- 
$ery will make me Relapſe. 

Fran.. 1'/} tell you then: About Seven 
Tears dg0, I 100k & reſolution of making 4 
Colietion of all ſuch Sermons as ſhould 
corre out mm Print : For thought 1, when [ 
haue by me, I fball be able to read them 
& lei wrt ; I can with more [ertouſneſs apply 
my ſelf to that Divine Study, - and from their 
Informa= 
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Is/ormation , as fyom the Goſpel, learn 
Truth ani Falſoood, what to embrace and 
what t0 fly, As 1 bad reſolv'd, ſo 1 did; 
intending by them to fleer my Life, my 7udg- 
ment, and my Converſation. Bus Four 
Tears were not well over, when 1 diſcover d 
my mi{lake, and found that all was not Go- 
ipel, which I bad 14hen for Goſpel. 

Hil. Let not this be told in Gath, mor 
mention'd in the fireets of Aſcalon: Pray 
what do you mean? Is it not the Goſpel 
then, we hc ar from the Palp1s ? 

Fran. The Text is out of the Goſpel ; 
but for whas follows , it depends upon 1he 
Preacher ; and requires tbe Conſideration of 
the Auditory before it be truſted. Tou know 
we are often advis'd from the Chair, Not uo 
$9 Blindfold, nor rake things upon Truſt ; 
and this ( as I find) they intend ſhould be 
underſtood of their Sermons , as well as of 
other tbings, that ave propos 'd ta us. How- 
ever, one thing I have obſeru'd inthe peruſal 
of my ColleCtion ; that when Preachers in 
their Sermons zreat of Morality , dire- 
Qing their Flock 10 the Obſervance of 4 Good 
Life, teaching them to love their Neigh- 
bour, to be at Peace with all men, to 
Forgive Injuries , to be Merciful, Pati- 
ent, Humble, and Sincere, to do no 
wrong, VI it this caſe, be ſides their = 
cirg 
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b:ing Goſpel, the Word of God generafy 
ſpreads it ſelf throughout their whole Ser- 
mon,and they are to be beark'ned 10 like to an 
Angel of God. But when you bear them begin 
to talk aloud of Parties and Peopte, of Pa- 
piſts, Jeſuits, Diſſenters , Plots and De- 
figns, when you hear them uſber in a Diſ- 
courſe with , There are a ſoft-of Peopke 
in the World, &c, Then ftand kpon your 
Guard ; for at this time they begin generally 
to lexve the Goſpel ; tbe Auditory is t0 con- 
foder and believe them as far as they think, 
fit : but for their Bibles , they may put them 
up in their Pockets; there being nothing of 
all thzs to be found there. 

Will. This is a good Obſervation, and 
I hope will ſecure m2 again(t all Relapſes., 
For now when I go to Church, I ſhall 
know when to believe, and when to ſu- 
ſpend all belief; I ſhall be able to diſtin- 
guith, what is to ſink into the Heart, 
from what is to paſs no farther than the 
Ezr, Hithertol confeſs, I have been ſo 
Inconliderate; as to take all for Goſpel, 
that I heard. from the Pu!pit : and this 
has heen unhappily the occaſion of my 
Misfortune and Fronble; it has fill'd me 
with Fears and Jealouſies, and made my 
Life uneaſfie. And indeed 1 could'not well 
avoid this miltake, ſeeing that I ſcarce 
ever 
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ever heard any Parſon, whether upon a 
Moral Subject, or upon Plotsand Feſuits, 
but he ſeem'd to read all alike out of his 
Bible. 

Fran. Tes, but you are to _ the 
diffcvence between. the Pulpit-Bible , and 
tbe Puc- Bibles. Thoſe, which the People 
bave in their bands, contain nothing but 1he 
Pure Word of God, without any Additi- 
On. But thoſe , which you ſte beld forth 
from the Pulpits, bave 4 great deal more 
mn them, than ever was writ by the Evan» 
gelilts , or others of the Sacred Pew-men. 
They bave Notes m them of every mavus 
own writing. Could you ever imagine that 
all that you beve beard in Sermons of the Po= 
Piſh Plot was writ or known by the Apoſtles? 

Will, How conld I tell, but They being 
favour'd with the Spirit of Prophecy,might 
foreſee what was to come in our days: 
and by ſome hint or Myſtic Expreſlions 
give direCtions to our Preachers, Yow to 
behave themſelves, when ſuch things 
ſhould happen. And, if Iam not much 
miſtaken , I have heard it prov'd in a 
Sermon, that Oats and Bedloe were fore- 
told by the Scripture; and that any one that 
had but a competent Spirit of Intergreta- 
tion, might eaſily diſcover, that Theſe 
were the Two Wiineffes mention'd in the 


Hyecalypſe. Fran. 
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Fran. I can't tell, but it might be in ſoma 
of "the Minſters Bibles «t that time; but [ 
queition whether it be there now. For as I 
told you, Their Word of God is not always 
the ſame, it changes and alters according to 
Times 4n4 Seaſons , eſpecially when the 
Subjet # Plotting. But as for the Peoples 
Bible, 1 dare be bound "twas never in any 
of them. Did you ever fend it in yours Y' 

ill, I took always the Preacher's word 
for it, that *twas Aathentze Scripture ; 
bur, I confeſs, I could never read it ſo in 
mine. There might be ſo much diffe- 
rence in the Edition, as there is in other 
prophane Books, for all as I know. But 
indeed, one thing I have all along ob- 
ſery'd, which hits very well with your 
Remark, that whilit the Mmifers are 
diſcourſing upon Morality and a Good 
life, the People fit very Serious and De- 
mare, but ſomething Dull, as if they were 
hearirÞ a Repetition of what they had of- 
ten read themſelves, in their own Books; 
but {till with their Bibles in their hands: 
But when the Miniſters turn from that 
Subje&, and enter upon Feſuits, or Pha- 
#:tics, or upon Plots; then the People 
begin to perk up themſelves, to ſtand up 
Brisk and Attentive, lay aſide their 
Books ; as if what they were _= 
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hearing, were ſomething Xew ; ſuch as 
if they did not make it their own, whilſt 
'twas dropping from the Pulpit, might be 
loſt, and could no where be found in their 
Bibles at their return home. 

Fran. Tow are inthe right on't, for there's 
nothing of all this to be found in the Bible. 
Nay , many times, 'tis ſo far from being the . 
Word of God , that it bas no relation 10 it ; 
but « built on no better Foundation, than a 
Narrative of ſome Knight of the Poſt, a 
Popular Rumor,or ſome Uncertain Hiſtory. 

wil. What! And yet pals for a Sermon? 

Fran. For 4 Sermon ? II warrant you, 
I can ſhew you bundreds of Sermons , thas 
bave been preach'd before the G rang 
blies in the Nation, «nd influenc'd them in as 
good earneſt, asif the Holy Ghoſt bad been 
the Mover; and yet bad no better Text to 
prove what they deliver'd, than the Word of 
Villanous Man, 

Will, You confound me quite, What 
the Word of Men deliver'd for the Ford of 
God ; and of Yillanous Men too ! 

Fran. Tes, of Perjurd Villains , of 
Miſcreants, So that 1 canname you ſeve- 
ral Eminent Men. after they bave taken their 
Text, as they muft do, out of 1he Bible, fall 
preſently ro their Dividing, Expounding , 
Proving, 4n4 Application , and in theſe , 
follow 
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follow ſo cloſely Oats #xd Bedloe, that & 
Man would izhe Theſe Doors for the ouly 
Commentators «pox the Text. And 1be- © 
lieve is muſt be Theſe Sermons, that beve fall d - © 
your Head thus with Stakes and Baggots. - .  ** 

ill. 1 _ not, — have been 
greatly the Occaſron of my Di > 
Bat You are my Phyſician, and I hope 
you have pretty well cur'd me. However, 
I think I had beſtſtay from Church Three 
or Four Sundays , for fear if I ſhould go 
there and hear againa Noiſe of Popery, I 
mightbe ſurpris'd, and take all for Scri- 
pture, that's deliver'd with the Bible in 
band, and fomy Diftemper ſhould return 
upon me. People that are newly reco- 
ver'd, ought not to be too yentureſome. 


Fran. mw fear: a— the Di- 
retions I bave given you, upon My 4c- 
count. If you are the worſe Awe, T8 undey- 
tahe to cureyou for nothing. 1 bave only ap= 
fly 4 ro you 8 General Remedy as yet, and you 
are the better for't. But 1 bave other Particu- 
lar Receits far beyond all you bave bad bi- © 
therto. | 
will, Well, Pllobferre your DireQti= # 
ons; bat if I hear any thing there, ant + 
am the worſe for't; you ſhall be fure ts 
hear of meagain. 2M 

FINIS 


